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passion and the deepest social prejudices."11 Syphilis, gonorrhea
and chancroid are the commonly known V.Ds. Women suffer from
inflammation of the Fallopian tubes (Salpingitis). In groups with high
rates of venereal infection, childlessness is correspondingly high.
Public Health officials foresaw some 4 million cases of syphilis and
15 million cases of gonorrhea all over the world, according to a
report from Pan American Health Organisation of the W.H.O.12
England and Wales recorded together 78,000 of V.D. in two years.
The British Family Planning Association Reports that there is an
alarming increase in V.D. amongst the country's teenagers with a
20 per cent rise between 1960 and 1969. (News report in the
Indian Express Daily, Vijayawada, dated 28-6-71 at page 12). In
India too similar alarm has been sounded. The Central Minister of
Public Health, Mr. U.S. Dikshit (as he then was) told the Rajya
Sabha on 25-5-1971 that there are 142 V.D. Hospitals in the
country and 50 are going to be added to meet the increasing needs.13
Women who start coitus early and have numerous sex partners and
wives whose husbands are promiscuous appear more susceptible
to V.D.tiian others.14

(3)   AIDS:

AIDS, which is one of the fatal venereal diseases, is rapidly
spreading throughout the world. "In India the number of infections
had increased to around three to four millions, from just a few cases
in 1986", what it was said by Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, the Prime
Minister of India while addressing a special meeting of Members
of Parliament organised to consider the measures to eradicate the
disease at Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi on 11 th Dec. 1998. He asked
the people to just imagine what the scene would be like in another
12 years. He shudder even to contemplate the numbers.

11.     Dr. R.V,Rajam : "V.D. the Cinderella of communicable diseases", published
in the Hindu Weekly Magazine, dated 9-1-72.
12.     Ibid., para 4.
13.     A News report in the Daily Siasat, Hyderabad, dt. 26-5-71.
14.     American Journal of Public Health, Vol.57(May 1967) pp.803-29,
840-47.